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Author, Lp«Jc 
May Be Cited 
For Contempt 

' MEMPHIS, (AP). V 7 jr,'...T h e ! 
judge who : will preside in 
the James Earl Ray case 
was advised yesterday to ini 
stitute contempt of court pro- 
ceedings against author - Wil- 
and*tfie 

publishers of jjJRJk : hiagazine. 

A committee of seven attor- 
neys told Judge W- Preston 
Battle, an article lluie wrote 
about Ray an# published .in 
the current issue of Look prob- 
ably violated his' order re- 
stricting pre-trial' publicity. n 

IT RECOMMENDED that 
Huie and Cowls Communica- 
tions Trie., publishers of Look, 
be required ’ “to • show cause 
why they would not be held 
in contempt” after' the Ray 
jury is sequestered and -“‘at 
; such time as the above par- 
ties are within the jurisdiction 
of the court.” 

Ray is scheduled to go on 
trial in Battle’s Shelby Coun- 
ty Criminal Court: Nov. 12 on 
a charge., of murder in the 
slaying.; of Dr. Martin. Luther 
King Jr.' 

The Memphis i .Commercial 


Appeal saia it contacted nuie 
at his Hartselle, Ala., » home 
and he expressed surprise at .- 
the committee’s aetion. The I 
newspaper quoted Huie as say-, ] 
ing, “Everything 1 we have 
published about, the Ray case 
las been carefully screened 
:y . expert legal counsel. If 
ve’ve committed any con- 
;empt, we’ve certainly tried 
rat to.” 

The committee, named by 
Battle to watch over publici- 
ty in the case, cited a story 
Huie wrote for Look. It deals 
with Ray’s activities from the 
time he escaped from the, 
Missouri State Penitentiary 
until before King was killed 
here April 4. 

HUIE SAID the material for 
the article came largely from 
handwritten notes provided by 
Ray. It was the first of three 
planned articles with the sec- 
ond scheduled to appear the 
day Ray goes on trial. 

Battle previously held 
Ray’s attorney, an investiga- 
tor the attorney hired and two 
Memphis newspaper reporters 
in contempt for violating his 
order. He also has ordered an 
FBI figerprint expert to ap- 
pear before him Dec. 6 to 
show cause why he should not 
be held in contempt for com- 
ments he allegedly made that 
were published in a Wichita, 
Kan., newspaper. 

The two reporters, Roy 
Hamilton of the Press-Scimi- 
tar and Charles Edmundson 
of the Commercial Appeal, 
filed a petition yesterday ask- 
ing the Tennessee Supreme 
! Court., to overturn the con- 
tempt citation. •••'" : 



